Dear <NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL>;

Greetings from the <UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT, UNIVERSITY>. I am pleased to announce a very significant educational event that is coming to our community in February 2008. 

As you will see from the enclosed announcement, on Tuesday February 5th, we are inviting all High School students in the area to participate in the 2008 North American Computational Linguistics Olympiad Open competition. This is similar to events that have taken place in Russia and Eastern Europe for 40 years, but has only recently been implemented in the US.

We see this event as an opportunity for students who are interested in languages, and speech technologies to exercise their talents and problem-solving skills in a good-natured competitive event. For many students (and teachers as well!)  linguistics, and computational linguistics in particular, is a rather unknown academic discipline. This event raises students' awareness of the discipline, including the incredible variety and beauty of the world's langauges, while challenging their natural problem-solving and analytic skills. It is one of the few opportunities students have to meld cross-cultural awareness with technical interests.
NACLO is currently sponsored by the US National Science Foundation, Google, the North American Chapter of the Association for Computational Linguistics (NAACL), and Cambridge University Press.  Top scorers in the Open Competition on February 5th will be eligible to compete in an Invitational Competition on March 11th, 2008. Winners of the Invitational will be eligible to compete in the International Linguistics Olympiad (ILO) in Bulgaria. In 2007 NACLO winners represented the USA at the ILO in St. Petersburg Russia. At that event, the US participants achieved the highest score in the individual competition, and tied for first place in the team competition. This was truly an historic performance.
Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, there is no participation fee for any NACLO event. More details about the event, including several media reports and testimonials from participants, can be found on the national website at www.naclo.cs.cmu.edu.
I do hope you will allow us to publicize this event at your school. We would like to request that you have the enclosed flyers distributed to all teachers on your faculty. In January, you will be contacted by one of our student or faculty representatives regarding other possible publicity efforts.

We certainly appreciate your help in getting the word out about this extraordinary opportunity. If you have any questions about this activity or planned publicity, please do not hesitate to contact me at <PHONE AND EMAIL OF CONTACT HERE>.

Sincerely,

<NAME>
